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1. Introduction

At Burradon Community Primary School, the teaching of Religious Education promotes the social, moral, spiritual and cultural development of all children as well as giving them a grounding of British Values within our society.
 
Religious Education provokes challenging questions about the ultimate meaning and purpose of life, beliefs about Gods, self and the nature of reality, issues of right and wrong and what it means to be human.
 
By equipping children with an understanding of key moral issues and the diversity of different cultures and religions within society, it is hoped that we encourage them to develop their sense of worth, identity and belonging. It enables them to flourish individually within their community as well as developing as effective members of a harmonious, multi-cultural and tolerant society.
 
Religious Education therefore has a vital role in preparing our children for adult life, employment and future learning. Enabling them to develop respect for and sensitivity to others, in particular those whose faith and beliefs are different from their own.
 
Within the context of Burradon Community Primary School, our catchment is as such that we have a high percentage (82%) of children that are of ‘no religion’, the majority of the rest of school being ‘Christian’ (16%), with a very small percentage being ‘Buddhist’ (0.5%), ‘Hindu’ (0.5%) and ‘other Religion’ (1%). In order to ensure that children in our school have a broad and balanced RE curriculum we ensure that they have the opportunity to gain a knowledge and understanding of all world religions in an objective way within RE lessons as well as Collective Worship. In addition to this we ensure children have a good understanding that despite their religion we are all British and as such understand and demonstrate the British Values. We ensure that SMSC and explicit British Values underpin daily life in our school to ensure our children develop their own identity and are secure in the knowledge of who they are in society and have a respect for others. 













2. The Aims of Religious Education

 This Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education aims to ensure that pupils:

Develop deepening knowledge and understanding about a range of religious and non-religious worldviews so that they can:
- describe and explain beliefs and theological concepts 
- describe and explain some sources of authority and teachings within and across 
religious and non-religious traditions
- describe and explain ways in which beliefs are expressed
- know and understand the significance and impact of beliefs and practices on 
individuals, communities and societies
- connect these together into a coherent framework of beliefs and practices

• gain and deploy deepening understanding of specialist vocabulary and terms 

• know and understand about religious diversity within the region, as well as nationally and globally

• know and understand how religion can be defined and what is meant by the term 
‘religious and non-religious worldviews and with increasing clarity know that these 
worldviews are complex, diverse and plural

• gain and deploy skills that enable critical thinking and enquiry in relation to the material they study

• reflect on their own thoughts, feelings, experiences, ideas, values and beliefs with increasing discernment
















3. The Legal Requirements

Religious Education (RE) must be provided for all registered pupils in maintained schools, including those in Reception classes and the sixth form.

RE is a component of the basic curriculum, to be taught alongside the National Curriculum in all maintained schools. In all maintained schools, other than voluntary aided schools with a religious character, it must be taught according to a locally Agreed Syllabus, which is the statutory order. 

Each Local Authority (LA) must have a SACRE (Standing Advisory Council on Religious Education) to advise the LA on matters connected with RE. The SACRE may require a review of the Agreed Syllabus at any time. This is in addition to the requirement on LAs to convene an Agreed Syllabus Conference (ASC) to reconsider the Agreed Syllabus every five years. 

The Education Act 1996 states that an Agreed Syllabus must reflect the fact that the religious traditions in Great Britain are in the main Christian, whilst taking account of the teachings and practices of the other principal religions represented in Great Britain. It must be non-denominational and must not be designed to convert pupils or to urge a particular religion or religious belief on pupils. Teaching about denominations is not prohibited. 

The Agreed Syllabus sets out what pupils should be taught. The benchmark expectations set out the expected standards of pupils’ performance at different ages. 

The school must ensure that sufficient time and resources are given to RE to meet statutory requirements. For LA maintained schools, the governing body and the LA must also exercise their functions in securing this provision.
 















4. Withdrawal from R.E.

Pupils
Parents may withdraw their children from RE lessons or any part of the RE curriculum and the school has a duty to supervise them, though not to provide additional teaching or to incur extra cost. Where the pupil has been withdrawn, the law provides for alternative arrangements to be made for RE of the kind the parents want the pupil to receive. These arrangements will be made by the parents;- the school is not expected to make these arrangements. This RE could be provided at the school in question, or by another school in the locality. If neither approach is practicable, the pupil may receive external RE teaching as long as the withdrawal does not significantly impact on the child’s attendance. 
Parents wishing to withdraw their child from RE would be advised to make an appointment to discuss this with the Head Teacher.
Teachers
Teachers may withdraw from the teaching of RE unless they have been specifically employed to teach or lead and manage RE. An application to withdraw must be given in writing to the head and chair of governors. Pupils must not miss out on RE teaching because a teacher has withdrawn from teaching RE. The school must make alternative provision for the pupils to be taught RE.

(Information taken from NATRE 2019)















5. The Minimum Requirements

All children registered at a school are entitled to receive religious education. This includes children in their second year of Foundation Stage.
 
 Religious education is a core subject of the curriculum for all pupils and the requirements of the Agreed Syllabus are not flexible

 Curriculum time for religious education is distinct from any time spent on assembly or collective worship

 Whilst there is clearly some common ground between religious education and some other subjects such as Citizenship, PSHE and Literacy, the time allocated for religious education is for the teaching of clearly identifiable religious education

 The Agreed Syllabus has been designed to be delivered in a minimum of 5% of curriculum time

 The minimum recommended time of 5% for the teaching of religious education means that schools are expected to allocate:

       ~ Key Stage 1: 36 hours per year
       ~ Key Stage 2: 45 hours per year    






















6. The Agreed Syllabus Purpose

The law provides a basic curriculum for all schools which includes Religious Education and the national curriculum subjects. Religious Education, unlike other subjects is determined at a local level. Each authority has a statutory duty to set up a ‘Standing Advisory Council for Religious Education’ (SACRE) whose duties include the provision and monitoring of Religious Education and Collective Worship. As part of its responsibilities towards Religious Education, the SACRE has to establish a syllabus which is reviewed every five years.
 
All pupils registered at school are entitled to receive Religious Education. This includes pupils in the second year of Foundation Stage and students aged 16-19 in school Sixth Forms. 
 
The Agreed Syllabus is the legal basis for RE in North Tyneside schools.
  
The North Tyneside Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education has four purposes:

1. To establish an entitlement

The syllabus determines learning in Religious Education in community schools for all pupils, irrespective of social background, culture, race, religion, gender and differences in abilities. Learning contributes to pupils’ developing knowledge, skills, values, understanding and attitudes which are necessary for their personal fulfilment and development as active and responsible citizens.
 
2. To establish standards

The syllabus makes expectations for learning and attainment explicit to pupils, parents, teaching and support staff, governors, employers and members of the public. It establishes standards for the performance of all pupils in Religious Education. These can be used to help children and staff set targets for improvement and evaluate progress towards them.
 
3. To promote continuity and coherence

The syllabus contributes to a coherent curriculum that promotes continuity. It aids the transition of pupils between schools and phases of education and can provide a foundation for further study and lifelong learning.
 
4. To promote public understanding

The syllabus aims to increase public understanding of, and confidence in the work of community schools in Religious Education. It recognises and takes account of the involvement of local and national bodies and the interest of particular groups.
 
7. The Programmes of Study

Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)

The EYFS describes the phase of a child’s education from the age of three to five. Religious Education is compulsory for the school to provide for those in FS2 (Reception). Although it is not compulsory for the children in FS1 (Nursery) it is seen as good practice and educationally and developmentally sound for Religious Education to form part of learning at this stage.
 
Including Religious Education in EYFS will offer opportunities to meet the requirements of the ELG’s and will provide children with valuable learning experiences and foundations to build upon later in Religious Education.
 
During the EYFS children may:
 Begin to explore the world of religion in terms of special people, stories,
  times, places and objects and by visiting places of worship;
 Listen to and talk about stories;
 Be introduced to religious words;
 Use their senses in exploring religions and beliefs, practices and forms
  of expression;
 Reflect on their own feelings and experiences;
 Ask big questions;
 Use their imagination and curiosity to develop their appreciation and 
  wonder of the world in which they live.
 
This Agreed Syllabus uses the following themes to explore religion: 
• Special: special times, people, places, objects, books (this includes stories) 
• Belonging: how belonging and identity are expressed. 

These two themes introduce children to some of the practices, beliefs and ideas within religious traditions. Examples:
• Let’s find out about the Christmas story 
• Let’s find out about Raksha Bandhan. 

Apart from the worthwhile nature of RE itself, the subject makes a significant contribution to children’s wider learning and development. RE can help children to develop: 
• a positive sense of themselves and how they can manage their own feelings and ideas 
• positive relationships with others and respect for all 
• listening and speaking skills and confidence in expressing themselves 
• making sense of the world around them as they explore, observe and find out about the environment, people, places and objects and how people celebrate special times 
• differing ways to express themselves through art, music, movement, dance, role play, design and technology

In addition to this, children will have the opportunity to experience and explore British Values through everyday activities, events and celebrations.



 Key Stage 1

Throughout Key Stage 1, children will learn about:

• Christianity - introduction to beliefs and practices and their impact 
• Buddhism – introduction to some beliefs and practices and their impact 
• Religious diversity - introduction to the diverse religious and non-religious landscape in the local area (including differing denominations).

Pupils should be introduced to some of the beliefs and features of a religion and begin to use basic subject specific vocabulary. In relation to their learning about these religious beliefs and practices, pupils should be given the opportunity to raise questions and express their views simply. Pupils should also be given opportunities to reflect on their own ideas and feelings in relation to their learning.

 Christianity and at least two of the principal religions of this country. Children will learn about different beliefs about God and the world around them. They will encounter and respond to a range of stories, artefacts and other religious materials. They learn to recognise that beliefs are expressed in a variety of ways and begin to use specialist vocabulary. They begin to understand the importance and value of religion and belief, especially for other children and their families. Children are encouraged to ask relevant questions and develop a sense of wonder about the world, using their imaginations. They talk about what is important to them and others, valuing themselves, reflecting on their own feelings and experiences and developing a sense of belonging.
 
 
Key Stage 2

Throughout Key Stage 2, children will learn about:

• Christianity – beliefs and practices across the denominations and the impact of these for individuals and communities 
• Hinduism – some beliefs and practices and the impact of these for individuals and communities 
• Judaism – some beliefs and practices and the impact of these for individuals and communities 
• religious diversity - the diverse religious and non-religious landscape across the region, including a special study of a local Muslim community 
• similarities and differences within and between religious and non-religious worldviews through at least one thematic study e.g. about ritual, the environment, care for others.

Key Stage 2 pupils can build on their learning at Key Stage 1 as they develop a capacity to extend and deepen their factual knowledge of religious beliefs and practices and begin to recognise local, national and global contexts. They will extend their range of specific subject vocabulary. In relation to the religious material studied, pupils develop the capacity to form their own reasoned opinions, identifying relevant information and using examples to back up their ideas. They develop the capacity to listen to differing points of view and see the world through the eyes of others. Pupils should be given opportunities to reflect on their own feelings, experiences, ideas, beliefs and values in reference to the religious material studied. Pupils can develop ability to investigate and enquire independently, using a variety of sources.

In addition to this, children will have the opportunity to explore, understand, talk about and reflect upon British Values through everyday activities, events and celebrations.
 






















8. Planning 

R.E. is planned for in termly or half termly units depending on the topic. 
Coverage for R.E. across the Key Stages:
 
 Key Stage 1: Christianity
                        Buddhism
                        Religious Diversity
 Key Stage 2: Christianity
                        Judaism
                        Hinduism
                        Islam
                        Religious Diversity
                             
To ensure R.E. teaching is meaningful we cover religious festivals that are appropriate to the time of year rather than significant to that religion. Where possible we utilise special events, for example making pancakes on Shrove Tuesday.
 
We maximise first hand and practical experiences by using artefacts, people and places. We have resource boxes covering each world religion. 
 
We believe that visits and visitors play a vital role in making children’s learning a meaningful experience. Opportunities are planned for to visit the local church, Hindu Temple etc where appropriate.
 
Assessments are carried out at the end of a unit of work in relation to learning objectives. Parents are informed of children’s progress through end of year reports.
 
















9. RE Coverage


	
	Autumn Term
	Christmas: How and why is Christmas celebrated by Christians?
	Spring Term
	Easter: How and why is Easter celebrated by Christians?
	Summer Term

	Nursery
(FS1)
	Christianity:
Let’s find out about Harvest

Hinduism:
Let’s find out about Diwali
	Let’s find out about the Christmas story
	Christianity:
Let’s find out about the Bible

Let’s hear some stories about Jesus (Jesus and Zacchaeus, Jesus calming the storm)
	Let’s find out about the Easter story
	Christianity: 
Let’s find out about Christian baptism

Hinduism:
Let’s find out about Raksha Bandhan (festival to celebrate brotherhood and love)

	Reception (FS2)
	Christianity:
Let’s find out about Harvest in a church

Judaism:
Let’s find out about Shabbat

	Let’s find out about the Christmas story

Let’s find out about Christmas celebrations in churches
	Diversity Unit:
Let’s find out about holy books (e.g. the Qur’an, the Torah, the Guru Granth Sahib)

Christianity:
Let’s hear some stories Jesus told (The Lost Sheep, The Lost Coin)

	Let’s find out about Easter celebrations in churches
	Diversity Unit:
Let’s find out about special buildings and worship there (e.g. mandir, church, synagogue, Buddhist rupas)

	
	Autumn Term
	Christmas: How and why is Christmas celebrated by Christians?
	Spring Term
	Easter: How and why is Easter celebrated by Christians?
	Summer Term

	Year 1
	Christianity:
What can we learn about Christianity from visiting a church?
~Introduction to a local church leader e.g. priest / minister / vicar.
~The church building as a place for worship, community and belonging – introduction to some features of churches e.g cross pulpit, lectern, altar, candles, icons, font, statues.
~Sunday worship in church – words and actions, prayers, reading from the Bible, sermon, hymns, music, Eucharist, role of the vicar.

Visit to the local church

What do Christians believe about God?
~God as One, creator, loving, caring, having authority. Descriptions of God as Father, Loving parent, King
~God as Creator and responsible for Creation as shown in Genesis 1 and 2, human responsibility to care for God’s Creation.
~How Christians care for God’s creation (link to Harvest)
	Why are gifts given at Christmas?
	Christianity:
Why is Jesus special to Christians?
~Introduction to the special nature of Jesus through his special birth (incarnation), life and ministry, death and resurrection (salvation)
~Jesus as the Son of God (incarnation)
~Jesus as important as shown through his birth, death and resurrection – Christmas and Easter (Incarnation and Salvation)
~Stories about the life and ministry of Jesus – as healer, miracle worker, teacher (e.g. through parables), one who helped and cared for others. Key teaching of Jesus – love God, love your neighbour as yourself.
~Christian values and ways of living based on the teaching of Jesus, ‘love God and love your neighbour as yourself’ e.g. how Christians (as individuals and church communities) show love, care and forgiveness, how they help others and follow the example of Jesus.
	What is the Easter story?
	Buddhism:
What can we find out about Buddha?
~Belief in Buddha as an enlightened teacher (not a god)
~Importance of the natural world.
~Values of compassion, respect for all living things.
~Example of historical Buddha’s life – his birth, growing up as Prince Siddhartha, giving up palace life to search for truth and an answer to suffering: symbol of the Bodhi tree.
~Introduction to Buddhist teaching – compassion, respect for living things, no stealing or telling lies.
~Buddhist stories illustrating these values e.g. Siddhartha and the Swan, The monkey King. 

	
	Autumn Term
	Christmas: How and why is Christmas celebrated by Christians?
	Spring Term
	Easter: How and why is Easter celebrated by Christians?
	Summer Term

	Year 2
	Christianity:
Why is the Bible special to Christians?
~The Bible as the holy book of Christians which tells them about God.
~How the Bible is treated with respect e.g. read from the lectern in some churches, special Bibles.
~Some stories from the Bible – Old and New Testament.
~How the Bible has an impact on the lives of individuals,

What can we learn from the story of St Cuthbert?
~Stories about St Cuthbert – how his Christian faith affected his values, practices and actions, how his life has had an impact on others then and now (link to local centre of worship)
	How and why is light important at Christmas?
	Christianity:
What does it mean to belong to Christianity?
~How religious identity and belonging are expressed through baptism, services of dedication (symbols, words, actions, vows and promises)
~Introduction to Newcastle Cathedral as a place of worship.

Visit to Newcastle Cathedral
	How do Christians celebrate Easter? 
	Buddhism:
How do Buddhists show their beliefs?
~Worship in the home: Buddhist home shrine – statue of Buddha or mandala, incense, candles, water, food, bell – engaging all the senses.
~Introduction to meditation as a form of Buddhist worship.
~Symbols and aids to worship e.g. prayer beads, prayer wheels and flags, lotus flower.
~How ordinary people who are Buddhists behave: demonstrating compassion, generosity, honesty and patience.
~Belonging and commitment demonstrated in ordained communities through special clothing, shaven head, alms bowl.
~The importance of the Buddhist community – lay people, monks, nuns, priests. How mutual support and responsibility are shown.

Diversity Unit:
What can we learn about our local faith communities? (Compare Christianity with the beliefs of Humanists)

~Introduction to the diverse religious and non-religious landscape within the local area.
~How do Humanists express their beliefs? 
~What do Humanists believe?
https://understanding humanism.org.uk/
uhtheme/what-is-humanism/?age=5 
~What makes humans special?
https://understanding humanism.org.uk/
uhtheme/knowledge-and-belief/?age=5 
~What do Humanists celebrate?
https://understanding humanism.org.uk/
uhtheme/celebrations-and-ceremonies /?age=5 
How do Humanists believe we can be happy and help others to be happy?
https://understanding humanism.org.uk/
uhtheme/meaning-and-happiness/?age=5 
What books do Humanists read?
https://understanding humanism.org.uk/
books-for-children/ 




	
	Autumn Term
	Christmas: How is Christmas celebrated by Christians around the world? 
	Spring Term
	Spring Term  
	Summer Term

	Year 3 / 4 

	Judaism:
How are Jewish beliefs expressed in the home?
~Jewish beliefs about God: God is One, God as Creator, Lawgiver, Judge, God as the provider in this life and the afterlife.
~Beliefs about God expressed through the Shema, the Ten Commandments, Psalms, songs and prayers, stories from the Torah.
~The importance of the home for demonstrating Jewish beliefs and practices e.g. daily prayer, Shabbat, key festivals and celebrations, kosher kitchen.
~Beliefs and practices associated with daily prayer, including the significance of kippah, tallit, tzizit. 

	Christianity:
How is Christmas celebrated by Christians around the world?
-Saint Nicholas – who was he? What is it believed he started? (Hanging up stockings to put presents in).
-Do all countries celebrate Saint Nicholas? Parts of Austria and Germany, present giver is known as ‘Christkind’ or ‘Christkindt’ – a golden-haired baby with wings symbolising newborn baby Jesus.  
-Christian celebrations in a church in the UK
-Christian celebrations in a church around the world.
-Christian traditions of Christmas celebration in the UK.
-Christian traditions of Christmas celebration around the world. 
-Do all countries celebrate Christmas? 
	Diversity Unit:
What can we learn about religious diversity in our area? (Compare Christianity with the beliefs of Humanists)

~How do we decide what to believe?
https://understanding humanism.org.uk/
uhtheme/what-is-humanism/?age=5 

https://understanding humanism.org.uk/
uhtheme/knowledge-and-belief/?age=7

~Why don’t Humanists believe in God? 
https://understanding humanism.org.uk/
uhtheme/atheism-and-agnosticism/?age=7

	Judaism:
Why do Jewish people go to the synagogue?
~The importance of the Torah; its place, use and significance in the synagogue, importance for Jewish people today.
~Sefer Torah and the work of the scribe.
~The Ten Commandments, 613 Commandments.
~The role of the Rabbi as teacher.
~The synagogue as a place of worship and prayer, education, community. The main features of the synagogue and their significance. Synagogue worship at Shabbat and key festivals

Visit to a synagogue 
	Christianity:
Why do people visit Durham Cathedral today?
~The significance of Cathedrals in the North East as a place for worship, pilgrimage and understanding Christian heritage.
~How beliefs are expressed through pilgrimage e.g. to Lourdes, Lindisfarne, Durham Cathedral and Holy Island.
~The impact of local Christian places of significance (e.g. Tynemouth Priory, Newcastle, Durham Cathedral, Lindisfarne, Jarrow) for people today.
~How Christian faith impacted on the lives of the northern saints (e.g. St Aidan, St Cuthbert, Venerable Bede) and the significance of their lives then and now.

Visit to Durham Cathedral

	
	Autumn Term
	Christmas: How is Christmas celebrated by Christians around the world? 
	Spring Term
	 Spring Term 
	Summer Term

	Year 4 / 5
	Judaism:
How are Jewish beliefs expressed in the home?
~Jewish beliefs about God: God is One, God as Creator, Lawgiver, Judge, God as the provider in this life and the afterlife.
~Beliefs about God expressed through the Shema, the Ten Commandments, Psalms, songs and prayers, stories from the Torah.
~The importance of the home for demonstrating Jewish beliefs and practices e.g. daily prayer, Shabbat, key festivals and celebrations, kosher kitchen.
~Beliefs and practices associated with daily prayer, including the significance of kippah, tallit, tzizit. 

	Christianity:
How is Christmas celebrated by Christians around the world?
-Saint Nicholas – who was he? What is it believed he started? (Hanging up stockings to put presents in).
-Do all countries celebrate Saint Nicholas? Parts of Austria and Germany, present giver is known as ‘Christkind’ or ‘Christkindt’ – a golden-haired baby with wings symbolising newborn baby Jesus.  
-Christian celebrations in a church in the UK
-Christian celebrations in a church around the world.
-Christian traditions of Christmas celebration in the UK.
-Christian traditions of Christmas celebration around the world. 
-Do all countries celebrate Christmas? 
	Diversity Unit:
What can we learn about religious diversity in our area? (Compare Christianity with the beliefs of Humanists)

~How do we decide what to believe?
https://understanding humanism.org.uk/
uhtheme/what-is-humanism/?age=5 

https://understanding humanism.org.uk/
uhtheme/knowledge-and-belief/?age=7

~Why don’t Humanists believe in God? 
https://understanding humanism.org.uk/
uhtheme/atheism-and-agnosticism/?age=7

	Judaism:
Why do Jewish people go to the synagogue?
~The importance of the Torah; its place, use and significance in the synagogue, importance for Jewish people today.
~Sefer Torah and the work of the scribe.
~The Ten Commandments, 613 Commandments.
~The role of the Rabbi as teacher.
~The synagogue as a place of worship and prayer, education, community. The main features of the synagogue and their significance. Synagogue worship at Shabbat and key festivals

Visit to a synagogue 
	Christianity:
Why do people visit Durham Cathedral today?
~The significance of Cathedrals in the North East as a place for worship, pilgrimage and understanding Christian heritage.
~How beliefs are expressed through pilgrimage e.g. to Lourdes, Lindisfarne, Durham Cathedral and Holy Island.
~The impact of local Christian places of significance (e.g. Tynemouth Priory, Newcastle, Durham Cathedral, Lindisfarne, Jarrow) for people today.
~How Christian faith impacted on the lives of the northern saints (e.g. St Aidan, St Cuthbert, Venerable Bede) and the significance of their lives then and now.

Visit to Durham Cathedral

	
	Autumn Term
	Christmas: How and why is Christmas celebrated by Christians?
	Spring Term
	Easter: How and why is Easter celebrated by Christians?
	Summer Term

	Year 6
	Islam: 
What can we find out about a local Muslim community?
~Islam means submission: submission to the will of God is a central belief.
~The nature of Allah revealed in the Qur’an: oneness of God, 99 names for Allah, belief that Allah gives guidance through messengers and books.
~Concept of shirk (not associating anything or anyone with Allah)
~Beliefs expressed in Shahadah (One God, Muhammad as prophet of Allah).
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]~Introduction to the 6 beliefs in Islam: one God, prophets, angels, holy books, predestination and judgement, life after death.
~Qur’an: Beliefs about the Qur’an as the final revelation of Allah; beliefs about how the Qur’an was revealed to Mohammad; how the Qur’an is treated and used by Muslims today, some passages from the Qur’an.
~Mohammad: Belief in Mohammad as the final prophet; use of pbuh (peace be upon him); stories abou Mohammad.
~Imam: The role of Imam as spiritual leader and teacher.
~Worship in the mosque: salah prayer including call to prayer, wudu (washing), meanings of positions of prayer; Friday prayer (Jummah).
~How beliefs are expressed through individual and communal commitment to and celebration of  Id-ul-Adha (following Hajj) and Id-ul-Fitr (following Ramadan).
~Introduction to 5 pillars as expression of faith and commitment for individuals and communities – Shahadah (declaration of faith), Salah (ritual prayer), Sawm (fasting), Zakah (giving), Hajj (pilgrimage).
~How beliefs are expressed through Hajj.
~How Muslim children show commitment to Islam through the mosque school (learning the Qur’an)
~How Muslims follow and live by moral codes and how these are shown by individuals and the community (ummah) e.g.honesty, good manners, giving alms (Zakah), voluntary payments/good actions (Sadaqah).


	What do the gospels tell us about the birth of Jesus?
	Thematic Unit:
How and why do people care about the environment? (Compare Christianity, Islam and Humanist belief and thinking)
Christianity:
~Introduction to how Christian values will affect views on moral issues e.g. the environment.

Islam: 
~Introduction to how Muslim values will affects the views and actions on moral issues e.g. the environment.

Humanism:
~What evidence is there about the environment?
There is much evidence that the environment is being damaged by things such as pollution, loss of local wildlife, deforestation and global warming.
www.greenpeace.org/ international/campaign/ tools-for-teachers

~How can we help look after the environment?
Humanists care about the environment and living things other than humans. We can make changes in our lives and campaign for bigger changes.
https:/www.wwf.org.uk/ get- involved/schools/
resources/ primary-school-resources 
	Why are Good Friday and Easter Day the most important days for Christians?
	Christianity: (This is a statutory bridging unit into KS3 and will consolidate learning from KS1 and KS2)
What do we now know about Christianity? (exploration through the concepts)

Belief:
~God as One, creator (Genesis 1 and 2), loving, caring, having authority. God who provides and forgives. Shown through metaphors for God as Potter, Father, Rock, Shepherd, Shield through stories, symbols, art, icons. Descriptions of God as Father, Loving Parent, King.
~The otherness of God (transcendent) who inspires awe and wonder.
~Introduction to God as Trinity (Father, Son and Holy Spirit).
~The special nature of Jesus shown through his special birth (incarnation), life and ministry, death and resurrection (Salvation), showing the special nature of Jesus and what this means for Christians today. 
~Jesus as the Son of God.

Authority:
~The Bible as the Holy book of Christians, the sacred book showing God’s relationship with humanity.
~How the Bible is treated with respect and used in worship.
Different types of writing-Old and New Testament.
~Jesus as important as shown through his birth. death and resurrection as well as key events-baptism, temptation and events during Holy Week.
~Stories about the life and ministry of Jesus. Jesus as teacher, miracle worker and having the power to change lives-disciples.

Expressions of Belief:
~The church as a place of worship, community and belonging. Features of a church.
~Sunday worship.
~Religious identity and belonging expressed through baptism.
~The significance of rituals/objects and symbols associated with Christian worship.
~How church buildings and symbolic objects are used to express beliefs and feelings.
~The importance of prayer in different forms.
~Commitment to the church through rituals such as first communion, confirmation.
~The significance of Christian places in the North East for worship (Newcastle and Durham Cathedral, Holy Island, Jarrow, Tynemouth)

Impact of Belief:
~Christian values and ways of living based on the teachings of Jesus, the moral code by which Christians baes their lives.
~How the Bible has an impact on the lives of individuals.
~How belief in God will affect Christians e.g. their belief in life after death, praying and going to church.
~How Christians show commitment and belonging to the Christian community.



















10. Assessment

EYFS

RE assessment in Early Years Foundation Stage is carried out using the Early Years Foundation Stage Development Matters document, through the ‘Understanding the World’ aspect.  Assessment in the Early Years Foundation Stage is through on-going assessment in class, this is recorded on Insight tracker. The Early Years Foundation Stage Profile is used to assess children at the end of Foundation Stage 2, this is a statutory requirement. Evidence to support judgements made can be found through children’s work, photographs and SeeSaw.

At the end of Early Years the Foundation Stage profile makes judgements as to whether children are:

· ‘Supported’: children are working below ARE for the end of Foundation Stage
· ‘Expected’: children have achieved the ELG and are therefore working at ARE

The ELG assessed at the end of FS2 for ‘Understanding the World’ from the Early Years Foundation Stage Profile are:

People, Culture and Communities 
- Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps.
- Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural communities in this country, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. 
- Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and – when appropriate – maps. 

KS1 and KS2

Both formative and summative assessment is used in RE.  Teachers track the progress that children make by assessing the children’s work against the learning objectives for their lessons. This provides evidence of understanding, application and reasoning of the content of lessons. Pupils are assessed as against the statements below: 

· ‘Emerging’: children’s skills, understanding and knowledge are developing towards ARE
· ‘Expected’: children’s skills, understanding and knowledge are at ARE
· ‘Greater Depth’: children’s skills, understanding and knowledge are at a level above ARE



	Year 1
	Emerging
	Expected
	Greater Depth

	Knowledge and Understanding
	I can talk about the main beliefs in a religion with support.

I can talk about the main festivals in a religion with support.

I can name and talk about religious artefacts, places and practices with support.

I can talk about important religious stories with support.

	I can talk about the main beliefs in a religion.

I can talk about the main festivals in a religion.

I can name and talk about religious artefacts, places and practices.

I can talk about important religious stories.

	I can talk about the main beliefs in a religion with confidence.

I can talk about the main festivals in a religion with confidence.

I can name and talk about religious artefacts, places and practices with confidence.

I can talk about important religious stories confidence.


	Critical Thinking
	I can begin to talk about how actions can affect other people.
	I can talk about how actions can affect other people.

	I can talk with confidence about how actions affect other people.



	Year 2
	Emerging
	Expected
	Greater Depth

	Knowledge and Understanding
	I can talk about religious rituals and ceremonies and what they mean with support.

I can begin to talk about my own experience of religious rituals and ceremonies.

I can talk about practices and rituals that happen in more than one religion with support.

I can name religious symbols with support.

I can retell religious stories and talk about the meaning with support.

	I can talk about religious rituals and ceremonies and what they mean.

I can talk about my own experience of religious rituals and ceremonies.

I can talk about practices and rituals that happen in more than one religion.

I can name religious symbols.

I can retell religious stories and talk about the meaning.

	I can talk about religious rituals and ceremonies and what they mean with confidence.

I can talk about my own experience of religious rituals and ceremonies in detail.

I can talk about practices and rituals that happen in more than one religion with confidence.

I can name religious symbols confidently.

I can retell religious stories and talk about the meaning with confidence.


	Critical Thinking
	I can talk about how values can affect a community or individuals with support.

I can begin to talk about making my own choices.

I can talk about what a moral is with support.

	I can talk about how values can affect a community or individuals.

I can talk about making my own choices.

I can talk about what a moral is.

	I can talk about how values can affect a community or individuals with confidence.

I can confidently talk about making my own choices.

I can confidently talk about what a moral is.







	Year 3
	Emerging
	Expected
	Greater Depth

	Knowledge and Understanding
	I can talk about the key teachings and beliefs of a religion with support.

I can name religious artefacts and how they are used in daily practice with support.

I can name and describe religious buildings and how they are used with support.

I can talk about religious ceremonies and rituals with support.

I can talk about how ceremonies and rituals are important to people’s lives and sense of belonging with support.

I can identify religious symbolism in art and communication with support.

	I can talk about the key teachings and beliefs of a religion.

I can name religious artefacts and how they are used in daily practice.

I can name and describe religious buildings and how they are used.

I can talk about religious ceremonies and rituals.

I can talk about how ceremonies and rituals are important to people’s lives and sense of belonging.

I can identify religious symbolism in art and communication.

	I can confidently talk about the key teachings and beliefs of a religion.

I can name religious artefacts and how they are used in daily practice with confidence.

I can name and describe religious buildings and how they are used confidently.

I can talk about religious ceremonies and rituals with confidence.

I can talk about how ceremonies and rituals are important to people’s lives and sense of belonging with confidence.

I can confidently identify religious symbolism in art and communication.


	Critical Thinking
	I can begin to make sensible choices.

I can begin to understand the consequences of my choices.

	I can make sensible choices.

I can understand the consequences of my choices.

	I can confidently make sensible choices.

I can understand the consequences of my choices with confidence.




	Year 4
	Emerging
	Expected
	Greater Depth

	Knowledge and Understanding
	I can talk about significant features within a religion when supported. 

I can talk about significant people within a religion with support.

I can talk about significant festivals and why they are celebrated when supported.

I can talk about how and why different religions show care for others with support.

I can compare the thinking of different religions when supported.

I can talk about the importance and significance of places of worship in the North East when supported.
	I can talk about significant features within a religion.

I can talk about significant people within a religion.

I can talk about significant festivals and why they are celebrated. 

I can talk about how and why different religions show care for others.

I can compare the thinking of different religions.

I can talk about the importance and significance of places of worship in the North East.
	I can talk about significant features within a religion confidently and in depth.

I can talk about significant people within a religion with confidence.

I can talk about significant festivals and why they are celebrated with confidence. 

I can confidently talk about how and why different religions show care for others.

I can compare the thinking of different religions with confidence.

I can talk about the importance and significance of places of worship in the North East with confidence.

	Critical Thinking
	I can express my opinions.

I understand that people believe different things.
	I can express my opinions and give reasons.

I recognise that others may think differently and have different opinions.
	I can express my opinions and give confident reasons why I think this.

I recognise that others may think differently and have different opinions and show respect for this.



	Year 5
	Emerging
	Expected
	Greater Depth

	Knowledge and Understanding
	I can name and talk briefly about significant figures in religion.

I can talk about what these figures represent when supported.

I can talk simply about how religions express their beliefs.

I can talk about some significant features of religion.

I can talk about some of the rituals different religions have.

I can compare simply about what is the same and different about religions.

	I can name and talk about significant figures in religion.

I can talk about what these figures represent.

I can talk about how different religions express their beliefs.

I can talk about significant features of religion.

I can talk about the rituals different religions have.

I can talk about what is the same and different about religions.

	I can name and talk about significant figures in religion and their impact.

I can talk about why these figures are important.

I can talk about how different religions express their beliefs with confidence.

I can confidently talk about significant features of religion.

I can talk about the rituals different religions have with confidence.

I can confidently talk about what is the same and different about religions.


	Critical Thinking
	I can ask an interesting question.

I can talk about what I think in relation to a religion.
 
	I can ask interesting questions.

I can express opinions and back these up with reasons.

	I can ask interesting questions with confidence.

I can express opinions and back these up with sound reasons.




	Year 6
	Emerging
	Expected
	Greater Depth

	Knowledge and Understanding
	I can compare a significant belief from different religions about the environment.

I can talk about what I believe.

I can talk about what is important in what others believe when supported.

I can talk about how beliefs impact the lives of others with support.

I can talk about the different beliefs represented in my local area. 

	I can compare beliefs from different religions about the environment.

I can talk about what I believe.

I can talk about what is important in what others believe.

I can talk about how beliefs impact the lives of others. 

I can talk about the diverse make up of my local area. 

	I can compare and discuss beliefs from different religions about the environment.

I can talk about what I believe with confidence.

I can talk about what is important and significant in what others believe.

I can discuss how beliefs impact the lives of others with confidence. 

I can discuss the diverse make up of my local area. 


	Critical Thinking
	I can understand people have different beliefs.

I can demonstrate understanding when faced with opposing beliefs when supported.

	I can appreciate people have different beliefs.

I can demonstrate understanding when faced with opposing beliefs.

	I can appreciate and respect that people have different beliefs.

I can demonstrate understanding when faced with opposing beliefs, valuing both sides.

























11. Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development

R.E. plays a significant role in developing children’s spiritual and moral development as well as their social and cultural development. In addition we aim to ensure that explicit British Values underpin daily life in our school in order that our children develop their own identity and are secure in the knowledge of who they are in society and have a respect for others. 

	Aspects of pupils personal development
	RE provides opportunities for pupils to:

	Spiritual development is concerned with:
 
  A search for individual identity
 The development of the inner self
 A developing awareness of the things in life which 
promote awe and wonder
 A search for and understanding of the  meaning, purpose
 and values in life
 Developing the ability to reflect on aspects of their own 
and other people’s lives 
	 Consider life’s fundamental questions and how
 religious teaching can relate to them
 Explore and respond to such questions with    
reference to the teaching and practices of  religions, 
and from their own experience and viewpoint
 Reflect on and express their own beliefs, values and 
principles in the light of what they are  studying in RE

	Moral development is concerned with:
 
 Developing an awareness and understanding of rules
 and expectations in school and in the wider 
community/society
 Acknowledging the difference between right and wrong
 Promoting and demonstrating justice, fairness, honesty 
and respect for everyone
 Making informed decisions about moral issues and 
dilemmas
 Accepting that individuals are responsible for their own 
behaviour and actions
	 Explore the ways of life and application of codes of 
conduct of believers
 Recognise and reflect on the difference between right
 and wrong, good and evil
 Develop knowledge and understanding of why people
 behave in particular ways, why people adopt certain
 moral standpoints, and how moral decisions are made
 Reflect on why they choose to behave in one way or 
another

	Social development is concerned with:
 
 Promoting and encouraging positive  relationships in 
every sphere of life
 Promoting and encouraging individual and  communal
 responsibility
 Acknowledging one’s own self-worth and the worth of 
others
	 Work in various groupings
 Develop understanding of the need to live  
 harmoniously in a pluralist society
 Reflect on social issues and religious responses 
 Recognise their own self-worth and  
 understanding and appreciating the worth of  others

	Cultural development is concerned with:
 
 An awareness of different ways of life in other societies
 Recognising and appreciating one’s own cultural 
background/heritage
 An acceptance and an understanding of other cultures 
and religions
 Valuing the richness and diversity across  cultures
 Appreciating aspects of life, such as the arts, which 
enrich the aesthetic nature/milieu/of life 
	 Discover the value and richness and diversity of 
cultural traditions
 Experience ‘culture’ from around the world through
 sacred text, festivals, music and art
[bookmark: _GoBack] Challenge racism and xenophobia



As well as through RE, children are encouraged to develop their Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural awareness through PHSE, raising money for charities and school based responsibilities such as school councillors and buddies.
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