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The EYFS framework is structured very differently to the national curriculum as it is organised across seven areas of learning 

rather than subject areas. The aim of this document is to help understand how the maths skills taught across EYFS feed into 

national curriculum subjects, specifically maths.  

This document demonstrates which statements from the 2020 Development Matters are prerequisite skills for mathematics 

within the national curriculum. The table below outlines the most relevant statements taken from the Early Learning Goals 

in the EYFS statutory framework and the Development Matters age ranges for Three and Four-Year-Olds and Reception to 

match the programme of study for mathematics.  

The most relevant statements for mathematics are taken from the following areas of learning: 

• Communication and Language  

• Mathematics 



 

  



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

EYFS Maths Overview 

Coloured sections indicate the Mastering Number Programme and white sections indicate separate Shape, Measures and Patterns 

teaching.  

Term Week 1  Week 2 Week 3   Week 4  Week 5   Week 6  Week 7  Week 8  Week 9 Week 10  Week 11 Week 12 Week 13 Week 14 Week 15 

Autumn   Subitising 

within 3  

Counting, 

ordinality and 

cardinality – 

focus on 

counting skills  

 

 

 

 

 

Composition -  

Explore how 

all numbers 

are made of 

1s 

 

Focus on 

composition of 

3 and 4 

Subitising – 

subitise 

objects and 

sounds   

Comparison – 

comparison 

sets  

 

Use of 

language  

Match, sort and compare 

 

Circles 

And 

triangles 

Counting, 

ordinality 

and 

cardinality – 

focus on 

counting 

skills  

 

Focus on 

the ‘five-

ness 

 

Comparison – 

just by looking  

 

Use of 

language 

Composition -  

Explore the 

concept of 

‘whole’ and 

‘part’  

 

Composition -  

Focus on the 

composition of 

3, 4 and 5  

 

Counting, 

ordinality and 

cardinality  

- Practise 

object 

counting skills 

-Match 

numerals to 

quantities 

within 10 

- Verbal 

counting 

beyond 20 

Talk about measure 

and patterns 

 

Shapes with four 

sides 

Spring Subitising 

within 5 

focusing on 

die patterns 

Counting, 

ordinality and 

cardinality 

 

Counting – 

focus on 

ordinality and 

the 

‘staircase’ 

pattern 

 

See that each 

Composition -  

focus on 5 

 

Composition -  

focus on 6 and 

7 as ‘5 and a 

bit’ 

 

Composition 

 

Compare sets 

and use 

language of 

comparison: 

more than, 

fewer than, an 

equal number 

to 

 

Make unequal 

 Length, Height and   

  Time 

 

 Mass and Capacity 

 

 

Counting, 

ordinality and 

cardinality – 

focus on the 

staircase 

pattern and 

ordering 

numbers  

Comparison 

 

Focus on 

ordering of 

numbers to 8 

 

Use language 

of less than 

Composition -  

focus on 7 

Composition -  

Doubles, 

explore how 

some numbers 

can be made 

with two equal 

parts 

Composition  

 

Sorting 

numbers 

according to 

attributes - 

odd and even 

numbers 

   



 

 

 

number is one 

more than the 

previous 

number 

sets equal 

Summer Counting, 

ordinality and 

cardinality 

 

Counting – 

larger sets 

and things that 

cannot 

be seen 

Subitising 

 

Subitising – 

to 6, 

including in 

structured 

arrangement

s 

Composition – 

‘5 and 

a bit’ 

Composition - 

of 10 

Comparison – 

linked 

to ordinality 

 

Play track 

games 

Explore 3-D Shapes Subitise to 5 

 

Introduce 

the 

rekenrek 

 Review and   

  assess 

 

Manipulate, 

Compose and 

Decompose 

Review and   

  assess 

 

Manipulate, 

Compose and 

Decompose 

Review and   

 assess 

 

Sharing and 

grouping 

Review and   

  assess 

 

Sharing and 

grouping 

   


