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e-Safety Christmas Update

It's that time of year again and this year, more than ever, we find ourselves
using online technologies to stay in contact with friends and loved ones. | have
no doubt Santa will be delivering lots of amazing presents to our children too,
including mobile devices and games consoles. These devices enable children
to access a wealth of information and provide opportunities for communication,
creativity and entertainment, all of which can enhance children’s development
and provide engagement. However, it is vitally important that parents and carers
understand and mange children’s access to any app, website or online game as
there are also risks of harm through the deliberate behaviours of others online
and exposure to inappropriate content.

A fantastic source of information is https://parentzone.org.uk/advice/parent-
quides. This website provides easy to follow guides about a range of topics,
apps and online games including —

e Online video steaming services such as Amazon Prime, Netflix and
Disney+

e Popular online and multiplayer games such as Fortnite and Minecraft as
well as newer apps such as TikTok and Among Us

e The most used social media and video chat apps amongst children
including Instagram, Snapchat and Zoom

¢ What content to expect from games with PEGI age ratings from 3 to 18
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Another recommended source of information can be found at https://www.net-
aware.org.uk/networks/?order=title#. This website is regularly updated with the
most popular websites, apps and games currently being used by children and

young people. It offers a vast amount of information including —

Parents and children’s views about the app or game

e The suitability of the app or game in terms of appropriate or
inappropriate content

e What the settings and features of the app or game are

e Top tips for using the app or game

e How to talk to your child about using the app or game

It is definitely worth looking at before allowing children to install apps or engage
in gaming.
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@ Ins_tagram ) Is content on Instagram suitable for children and young
people?
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Settings and features on Instagram
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App developers have continued to recognise the growing popularity of social
media amongst young children and have developed a range of apps which are
more suitable for younger children who are keen to start tweeting, sharing and
posting. These include Spotlite (formally known as Kudos), Playkids Talk and
Gobubble, which are social media platforms which are predominantly controlled
by parents making them a more suitable and safe environment for young
children to explore the world of social media. More information on all of these
apps can be found at https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/social-media-
networks-made-for-kids/

As we know apps are continually being developed and most recently the very
popular app, TikTok, has been updated to include a Family Pairing feature. This

(AT,
enables parents and carers to guide their child’s TikTok experience in a safer E
way. More information can be found at https://swafl.org.uk/magazine/tiktok-

update-parental-controls-with-family-pairing-feature/

We want all children to enjoy the time they spend in the digital world and for
parents and carers to be confident in the knowledge that their child is safe. The
websites above can also be accessed via the e-Safety section of our school
website http://www.burradoncommunityprimaryschool.co.uk/e-safety/.

Have a great Christmas and stay safe!

Mrs Eeles
Computing Lead
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